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critical digest 


This Week 


Two for Fua-Greenwieh 
Mews e Chekhov's one 
act "The Anniversary” and 
"A Switeh in Time” by Lela 
Pergament with Bill Ednonm- 
son, Ruth Volner. 


Seventh Heaven=ANTA 5/ 
26. ex-Bacher produet- 
ion of musical adaption of 
Austin Strong play with 
Gloria de Haven, Ricards, 
Montalban, Kurt Kassner, 
Robert Clarye 


G & Dolle- City Cen- 
ter e 
gagement with Judy Johnson, 
John Bandolph ard My Shaw, 


Puture Dates 


Almost Crazy-Holiday 
6/2eeeKing & Duke-Cirole 
6/5eceThe Trial-Province- 
tow Nights 
-Jones Beach 6/259.eFirst 
Edition-Bijeu 7/7. 


Fall Dates 


D*Oyly Carte- Shubert 
View of Bridge- 
9/29eeeDiary of a Young 
Girl 10/5eeeThe Lark-10/12 
Time fer Comedy~10/ 
20eeeComedia Francaise 
Broadway 10/26eeePipe 
Dream -Shubert 11/30 


Summer Tryout Dates 


Whisper to Me-Dallas 
6/13eeeThe Fairlee For- 
Tune-Bueks County 6/13 
eoeThe Snugg rate-West- 
port 7/18,..The Reluetant 
Flute-Hyde Park 7/19se0 
The Geep-Oguinquit 8/8 
A Mighty Man is He-Fal- 
mouth 8/16, 
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Digests of Current Week Theatre Review 


Finjan's Rainbow City Center 6/18/. Final NYC Light 
Opera Company revival of Spring Season cheered as & fine 
product by all HY daily critics except Funke,Times, who 
thought much of magic of original appears to have vanished, 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, had @ slight camplaint that now and then 
show talks a bit’ too much, but it is still bursting with imag 
inative vitality, ablaze with a radiant seore. Charhing offer- 
ing of a beguiling and tuneful musical,edds Chapman, News. 
Overall produetion was rated as a good one by Watts, Post, 
though not up te high standerds of previous offerings of group 
this season, Helen Gallagher,Anita Alvarws,Donn Driver and 
Will Mahoney shared oredits for top jobs from most, The 
music and many of the production numbers seem to have grom 
in statue since the 1947 showing, notes MoClein, Journal a 
eriocan, 


London Report Continued 


Seperate Tables by Terence mMttigan with Margaret 
Leighton and Erie Portman has remained the scarcest theatre 
ticket in London since Septenber reports Atkinson,Times, It 
is @ searching and often moving study of character which 
presents the seme characters and same setting in two differ- 
ent short plays, NY aisle sitter rates production the play 
wright's finest workese.Eenry IV, both parts, presented by 
Old Vio are achievements that will be remembered long after 
they disappear from the Old Vio repertory, applauds Times 
production of Wonderful Town needs an Amer 
dean cast to perk it up, Atkinson suggests. English version 
could have been tabbed "Wrong Note Pag.” Likewise Londen 
The King and I is on the lacklustre side, 


Drama Desk Awards 


First Amual Vernon Bice Memorial Awards to a limited 
number of Off Broadway groups and individuals were presented 
by Drama Desk, NY Theatre Editors end Beporters Organization. 
Shakespearewrights, Prosoeniim Productions and 4th St Players 
were the groups honored. Jack Laudau,director, snd Nency Wick- 
wire, actress, were also cited, All were presented with scrolls, 
Current officers of “Drema Desk” were re-elected for the 
1965-56 season, John Keating,president, John Beaufort, Vice 
president, Louis Calta, Treasurer,Ted Kraus, secretary, 


Sumer Issues of "C.D." will cover tryouts of new 
plays in Eastern summer theatres as reported in trade 
journals,looal daily papers and via personal inspection. 
Plus other speeial features. 
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NY theatre will becane more div- 
erse with a planned revival of burl- 
osquee Justice Aron Stever of Suprene 
Court has ordered NY° License Conn 
issioner Edward T. MoCaffrey to issue 
a license for the presentation of bur 
lesque and vaudeville shows to T.J. 
Phillips, who had twice been turned 
downe Producer plans to stare burlesque 
shows at Orpheum Theatro,Brooklyn “with- 
out strip teasers, runways or exotic 
dancers. Phillips defined burlesque as 
"a satire on events, a happy medium of 
the ridiculous and the sublime.” 


Plays 


House of Flowers closede..Rodgers 
& Hammerstein 1 accept theatre part- 
fes-benefits for Pipe Dream due Nov 30 
at Shubertes Broadway Theatre will house 
Comedie Franoai:ie on ite first visit to 
US in fall startinz Oot 25 and ending 
Nov 20. Le Bourgeoise Gentilhone will 
open the seriesee.John van Druten's 
Danoing in the Chequered Shadewill be 
presented by Walter Staroke in October 
eeoDoris Ramsey will produce Jerome 
Weidnan's eeeeets Mary Frank will 
present Alan Paton's Too Late the Phal- 
aropee 


Players 


Actors Equity and Chorus Equity have 
voted to mergee.seAnn Hegira will sub for 
Jennie Goldstein, Once Upon a Tailorece 
Cliff Robertson will replace Ben Gazzara 
Cat On A Hot Tin Roof next month...Rob- 
ert Downing,staze manager of Cat on A 
Hot Tin Roof, has resigned to devote 

e to divorse writing projects 
eeoNan MoFarland replaces Elaine Stritoh, 
Bus StopeeeJean Bayliss will replace 


Vulfe Andrews,The Boy Friend,in Sept. 
when latter joins musical version of 
Pygnalion..eJohn Bnery will replace Joe 
July 4 

Other Broadways 


Reclining Figure will be presented 
in London In Y eeeOrsen Welles will 
present his version of Moby Dick in Leon 
don in July..dfedea cast which plays in 


Paris in June has started rehearsals in 
NYeoeShubert Theatre will re-open in 
Cincinnati after 20 years as a film 
house. 


Theatre Vaudeville Notes 


"“colorama" is new revue at Radio City 
Music Hall with Grace Thonas,Peter Hamilton, 
Bryan Williams and Ghezzi 
Dance Contest series continues at Palace 
Theat ree 


Sunmer Playhouses 


Aotors Fund paid tribute to 60 summer 
theatre producers at luncheon at Sheraton- 
Astor Hotel...Shelley Winters will tour for 
4 weeks in Wedding Breakfast starting July 4 
at Binghamton, Colbert will 
start tryout tour of Kober-Oppenheiner's 
AMighty Man is Her Aug 15 at Coonamessett 
eeed0an Blondell will tour for four weeks in 
Meade Roberts A Paln Tree ina Rose Gardenes> 
Greer Johnson's Whisper to Me to be tested in 
Dallas June 18..zBrattTe Theatre, Cambridge, 
will present a series of ShakesDeare revivals 
this sumer starting July 5. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Preface to Drana” by Charles W Cooper 
publish by Ronald Press..."Inherit the Wind* 
published by Random Houses.e1955 Players Guide 
edited by Paul Ross published, 


Theatre Film Notes 


"The Bad Seed" will be directed and 
preduced for Warner Brothers by Mervyn LeRoy 
eooMiversal considering “Teach Me How to 
Cry"seeUnited Artists will release the Lau- 
renoe Olivier production of “Richard III.” 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


"First Nights on Broadway” will be pre- 
sented at 12 05 AM on WABD(NY). Maro Connelly, 
Fannie Hurst and Mike Wallace will review 
new shows following their debuts...WRCA(NY) 
will present "Under Milk Wood” recording of 
Dylan Thomas dramatic poan June 11 at 1] 165 PM 
eced for Tonight will be presented on CBS TV 
June a ~ 4 days after NY closing of 
showes.NBC planning to present The Skin of 


Our Teeth after ANTA company returns fran 
y 3. 


CRITICAL DIGFST- weekly digests NYC show news, reviews, com- 
ments from $0 publications. Tickets, critics reports. Covers 
NY shows, drams bouks, dram records, theatre on TV. Also west 
SOASt theatee briefs. Special summer features. Perfect aife 


S2 weeks per year for “stage struck " friends, business ac- 
queintances, ete 


125 per year for complere service, 
Gut of Town & NYC keports, CD Newsletter. 
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ROUGH MBVIEWERS..oNY drama erities do not think they were too hard on Ankles Awei Var 
iety*s year end survey of aisle-sitters reveals, But UP Gaver not one reviewer 
refused to given even the Kean sisters a slight nod..eIt is impossible for the dram 
orities to agree ameng theaselves on anything, thus MoClain, Journal American , believes 
it is sheer twaddle to blame them for conspiring against Ankles Aweigh. 


COLIMN TIP8eeq Peter Snitser, a super in Inherit the Wind, is a former bembardier on a 
B 24 Liberator,winner of Air Medel end D.F.C, but eannot get listed in Playbill due 
to Bquity ruling, ecmplains Winchelleeet Eawaiian Room hule dancer fram Lexington 
Hotel has joined Abbey Players,notes Walker, 


DBAMA MAIL BOXeeeMore playwrights who can find a sun behind the oleuds and show it to 
the theatre-going publio, urges a Times reader.e.Plymouth Theatre treasurer Constance 
Coble aid to theatre parties and party agents applauded by Lenore Tobin in Variety 
notecesTisket priees Off Breadway are often less than week-end movie prices points 
out a "CoD.™ readers 


FOOD DEPARTMENT ceo The Heneys consumes on-stage orange juice, eges, toast, coffee, 
sugar, deer whisky, agne, sherry, leg of lamb, oysters, tabasco, horse radish, 
lemon bignuth, pepsin and a banana adds up MoClain, Journal American, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTSeeeThe intelligent effort being made toward rescuing the musical revue 
was rated by Kerr, Herald Tribune, as one ef the pleasantest things about the ourrent 
season, Until this year there were signs that the revue was about to join"Unele Vanya” 
as a form of commercial sucide... It may be a sign of the times that so many of the 
most impressive modern plays are far from pleasant ones,surmises Watts, Post, 
of the cast and admirers of the show 5 for a feel that producer Paul Gregory 
could find another singer to replace tarry Be » Iens, News, @crees with critie 


Chapa 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESooeMe can't act with anything but the mind, Paul Muni, Inherit the Wind, 
told Sehumach,Times, To transform thought’ into act requires enormous, unwavering con- 


centration and sturdy physique. Only then,Mumi said, can an actor step out om a stage 
and sort of erase,as far as pessible, everything he himself is and make the character 
he portrays a real persomlity. 


"Pros & Cons by T.M.K." 


HYC Light Opera Gompeny program of 3 Air-cooled and/or air conditioned-< 
musicals deserves the appreciation and theatre goers must remenber that the signs 
attendanee of every person who considers do net mean a thing, At the most they really 
himself a theatre fan, Well cast, spright- mean that the system used to modify the 
ly directed and perfermed the project heat ef the in-town summer playhouse will 
introdueed some ef the best products of be used for part of each act. For diverse 
the modern musical theatre te potential reasons,but mostly because actofs want to 
musieal show geers whe do net have $8.05 be heard above the ancient fans, the sys- 
to pay for a tieket. The fact that so tem is turned off in most houses a few 
many want te see the shows at the $5.60 minutes after the curtain rises, Some ay 
top may have a leng range effect m pro- seme producer may solve this warm weather 
ducers thinking. proble, but don't give up play going wmtil 


that magie morn, 
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cont 
BROADWAY 


The Furies, a new play by Argen- 
tinien playwright Enrique Suares de 
Desa,will be presented May 18-28 at 
Senior Dramatio Workshop-1681 Broad- 
way directed by Maria Ley-Piscator, 
English version by Saul Colin, 


As You Like It presented Friday 
and Baturday evenings by Shakespear 
ean Theatre Workshop, 729 E 6th St. 
Admission present- 
ed tryouts ef Aria’da Cape by Bdna 
St. Vincent Millay, of Triumph 
by William Inge, and The Bait by 
Janes Merrill as part of Broadway 
Chapel Players Artist Series, Drana 
Trio of University of Redlanis, Calif, 
also presented Roger Williens and 
by Albert & berths Johnsen as 
pa 


of series alse, 


Shoestring Bevue closed after 2 
Wisters closedess 


Billy Budd which had posted closing 
notice continues thanks to cash raised 
by castes eBamboo Cross closed, 


Geerge Fass' Hight Cafe was read 
at Lembs Club by Je exander,Monte 
Banks Mason Curry, John Hamiltone.. 
Medea will be presented June 17-18 at 
Brooklyn WCA-30 Third Ave, 


The Maids presented by Teapo Thea- 
tre Is a sound production, okays Watts, 
Post. Group is courageous and enter 
prising in presenting the Jean Genet 
playlet, and Joyee Henry presents a 
performance of striking power. 


Much Ado About Nothing presented 
by Shakespearean Theatre Relstes is 
worthy of mention because it was form 
ed solely te give regular Broadway pro- 
fessional performers a chance to play 
Shakespeare and bexause this being 
the sole funetion it charges no admis- 
sione 


THEATRE 


J BOOK 

COMMENTS 


“Laurette” by Margeurite Courtney is a 
beautiful,yet pitiless,biogranhy of the 
author's mother, okays NBC Leon Pearsone 


“First Interval™ , Donald Wolfit's auto- 
biography()dhams Press-London) is a readable 
book, though at times the narrative beoaes 
@ little tedious,sums uw Myro, Variety. 


"Grassroots Theatre” by Robert Gard 
(University of Wiseonsin) is one of the most 
important books for farseeing show bis pros 
to come fran a university press in sae 
time, raves Dowmn,Variety. Book is written 
by a man with the eye of a painter and the 
ear of a poet. Author has sought to protect 
and nourish new drama in the sticks, 


THEATRE 
TV 


COMMENTS 


Saint of Bleeoker Street NBC TV Opera 
Theatre production was oheered by TV re- 
viewers of World Telegram-Sum, News and 
Poste. Judged by any standard the product- 
ion was a significant milestone in TV pro 
press, WIsS said. Sane of the soenes which 
had a renote quality in the theatre gained 
both in intimacy anf vividness on the TV 
sereen, added Gross, News. 


snocstring Revue one hour WABD TV 
version resulte an exoellent TV musi- 
eal hour,nods Bron, Bariety. Direction 
and lensing were first-rate. 
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